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HOSPITALITY DESIGN

Alma de Cuba

By Michael Adams

Photography by Paul Warchal

One of the newest
additions to Philadelphia’s
ever-blossoming hospitality
scene, Alma de Cuba has also
emerged as one of its most dis-
tinctive and stylish. A town-
house that was once an
Indonesian restaurant, Alma
de Cuba is the product of three
powerhouse restaurant
names—owner Stephen Stair

(Tangerine and Pod in

Philadelphia), chef-owner
Doug Rodriguez (Manhattan’s
Chicama, the late Patria), and
New York-based design firm
The Rockwell Group. Accord-
ing to the project’s senior asso-
ciate, Diego Gronda, “The
whole idea of Cuba can be
politically charged these days.
Given the name of the restau-
rant—which had already been
chosen—we took it as a cue to

go to the soul of the country.”

Above: Black-and-white photos of Cubans are projected onto

whitewashed walls in the lounge at Alma de Cuba.

Opposite page: The main dining room, seen from mezzanine level.
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That means, on the first-
floor lounge, photos of Cubans
who, says Gronda, “will be
there long after Castro is
gone.” For those images, the
designers commissioned a
photographer who traveled to
Cuba to capture faces of char-
acter and dignity. These
black-and-whites are dramati-
cally projected onto white-
washed walls. The room is also
dominated by a 6” x 6’ ottoman
upholstered in red pony skin,
where, he says, “you can
imagine stretching out hori-
zontally and sensually.” The
rest of the furniture—custom-
made, as was the seating
throughout—is white.

The second floor houses
the main dining room, marked
by embroidered leather ban-
quettes, a communal mah-
ogany dining table, and car-
pets whose patterns evoke
colonial Cuban tile. Cast resin
and glass tile creates a bar die
that glows red onto patrons’
faces. Along with wrought iron

grill work, it creates an effect
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Gronda calls “incredibly
sexy.”

On the third level—used
primarily for private dining—
light boxes project views of
seemingly endless tobacco
fields, allowing guests to feel a
part of the Cuban countryside.

“If you look at a lot of
images of Cuba,” says Gronda,
“you’ll find that those elegant
rooms are really very simple.
They use light and shadows
and textures, playing with the
movement of the people. Like
those, Alma de Cuba comes

alive with people.” M

Top: The glowing red bar. Right:

Private dining on the third level.
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Alma de Cuba Philadelphia Owner:
Stephen Starr Interior Design: Rock-
well Group, New York Project Team:
David Rockwell, Principal; Diego Gronda,
Senior Associate in Charge; Jun Aizaki;
Tanya Rife Architect of Record:
Arthur Hall Adams Architects General
Contractor: Turner Construction Struc-
tural Engineer: Elton Engineers Light-
ing Consultant: Focus Lighting
SOURCES: AL WROUGHT IRON AT BAR
DIE & CAST RESIN: Sansel BuiLDers ALL
WaLL & celLnG PAINT: Janovic Piaza
ALL CUSTOM UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE:
JLF ContrACT FURNISHING THROUGH JC FURNI-
TURE ALL FABRIC FOR UPHOLSTERED
LOUNGE FURNITURE, DINING ARM CHAIRS,
SETTEES, & BANQUETTES: MaJiLITE ALL
CUSTOM PENDANT LIGHT FIXTURES, CUS-
TOM RECESSED LIGHT FIXTURES, CUSTOM
WALL SCONCES & PENDANTS AT WINDOW
NicHES: Moore Desion BAR GLass TILE
AT BAR DIE: Bisazza LucITE LIQUOR RIS-
ERS: PLExABILITY CUSTOM WOOD BAR
stooLs: JC Fuaniture LOUNGE/DIN-
ING ROOM CuBAN PHOTOGRAPHY: GiAN
FraNCO GORGON LEATHER FOR LARGE
OTTOMANS: EOELMAN LEATHER 0CCA-
SIONAL TABLES: QUINTO SoL TABLE LAMPS:
AERO MAIN DINING ROOM FROM
MEZZANINE LEVEL ToBacco LEAF
GLASS WALL: ARTWORK BY MICHAEL PaL-
LADIND, DigiTAL FiLk GRaPHICS BY AppLIED
IMAGE LEATHER EMBROIDERY AT BAN-
QUETTES: NUTERIORS DINING CHAIR FAB-
RIC: KRaveT AREA Ruas: LAMONTAGE
PRIVATE DINING ROOM Cusan PHo-
TOGRAPHY: GIAN FRANCO GORGONI LIGHT

BOXES: BIg APPLES MAGING




